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and the Afghan people. But we’re also
there because we’re fighting terrorism, and
we cannot afford to lose. We will not lose.
We are not losing; we are prevailing.

May I mention Kosovo, which will be
discussed. The secondary important NATO
presence, 60,000 strong, to protect all
Kosovars—majority, minority, Albanian, or
Serb—so that also Kosovo will have a fu-
ture.

NATO enlargement, the President men-
tioned. The nations concerned should go
on with their reforms. No tickets are
punched yet, but NATO enlargement will
be on the agenda of the Bucharest summit,
and certainly also what I call NATO finding
the answers to modern threats and chal-
lenges, be it energy security and NATO’s
role as a bringer of added value. Cyber

defense: We saw a huge cyber attack on
Estonia not that long ago. Missile defense
is certainly an issue.

So we have a real full calendar in Bucha-
rest, and that is basically the calendar the
President and I discussed. And I’m always
very much enjoying the hospitality not only
in the Oval but at the Crawford ranch as
well.

Thank you very much.
President Bush. Thank you.
Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer.

Thanks.
President Bush. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:48 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. Sec-
retary General de Hoop Scheffer referred to
President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan.

Statement on the Resignation of Donald E. Powell as Coordinator of Gulf
Coast Region Recovery and Rebuilding
February 29, 2008

Don Powell is an exceptional leader who
has worked tirelessly and effectively to help
the people of New Orleans and the Gulf
Coast region recover and rebuild from one
of our Nation’s most destructive natural dis-
asters.

Don brought to the job of coordinating
our Federal rebuilding efforts the perfect
combination of talent, temperament, experi-
ence, and compassion. Today, due in part
to his leadership and outstanding work with
State and local leaders, the Gulf Coast is
on the road to recovery. While challenges

remain, the region is open for business,
critical infrastructure is being rebuilt, and
schools are up and running. People are re-
claiming their lives, and our Nation owes
Don a debt of gratitude. I appreciate his
service to the country and thank him for
his dedication.

I am also grateful to Paul Conway, Don’s
chief of staff, who will assume the duties
of the Federal Coordinator for the Office
of Gulf Coast Rebuilding in the interim.

Laura and I wish Don well as he returns
to Texas.

The President’s Radio Address
March 1, 2008

Good morning. Today my administration
is releasing our 2008 National Drug Con-

trol Strategy. This report lays out the meth-
ods we are using to combat drug abuse
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in America, and it highlights the hopeful
progress we’re making in the fight against
addiction.

When I took office in 2001, our country
was facing a troubling rate of drug abuse,
particularly among young people. Through-
out America, young men and women saw
their dreams disrupted by the destructive
cycle of addiction. So I committed our Na-
tion to an ambitious goal. In 2002, we
began efforts to cut drug use among young
people by 25 percent over 5 years.

Our strategy has three key elements.
First, we are working to disrupt the supply
of drugs by strengthening law enforcement
and partnering with other countries to keep
drugs out of the United States. Second,
we’re working to reduce the demand for
drugs through prevention and education
programs. And third, we’re providing treat-
ment options for those who’ve fallen prey
to addiction.

These efforts have produced measurable
results. Since 2001, the rate of youth drug
abuse has dropped by 24 percent. Young
people’s use of marijuana is down by 25
percent. Their use of ecstasy has dropped
by more than 50 percent. And their use
of methamphetamine has declined by 64
percent. Overall, an estimated 860,000
fewer young people in America are using
drugs today than when we began these ef-
forts.

Our drug control strategy will continue
all three elements of this successful ap-
proach. It will also target a growing prob-
lem, the abuse of prescription drugs by
youth. Unfortunately, many young Ameri-
cans do not understand how dangerous
abusing medication can be. And in recent
years, the number of Americans who have
died from prescription drug overdoses has
increased.

One of the factors behind this trend is
the growing availability of highly addictive
prescription drugs online. The Internet has
brought about tremendous benefits for
those who cannot easily get to a pharmacy
in person. However, it has also created an

opportunity for unscrupulous doctors and
pharmacists to profit from addiction.

One victim of such a doctor was Ryan
Haight. The young man from California
was only 18 when he overdosed on pain-
killers that were illegally prescribed over
the Internet. With only a few clicks of the
mouse, Ryan was able to get a prescription
from a doctor he had never met and have
the pills sent to his front door. The doctor
who wrote Ryan’s prescription had pre-
viously served time in prison for illegally
dispensing controlled substances.

We need to prevent tragedies like this
from happening in the future. So I’m ask-
ing Congress to work with my administra-
tion to put an end to the illegal sale of
highly addictive prescription drugs on the
Internet. By working together to meet this
goal, we can ensure a safer future for our
children.

Government action is only one part of
the solution to the problem of drug abuse.
Others in our society have an important
role to play as well. People in the entertain-
ment and sports industries serve as role
models to millions of young Americans, and
that comes with the responsibility to dispel
the notion that drug abuse is glamorous
and free of consequences. Teachers, pas-
tors, and parents also have an obligation
to help young people develop the character
and self-respect to resist drugs. The Fed-
eral Government will continue to do its
part to keep our young people safe, and
I urge all Americans to do the same. Our
children deserve nothing less.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m.
on February 29 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
March 1. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Feb-
ruary 29, but was embargoed for release until
the broadcast. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.
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The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Anders Fogh
Rasmussen of Denmark in Crawford, Texas
March 1, 2008

President Bush. Welcome. Thanks for
coming. A couple opening statements, and
we’ll answer two questions apiece.

Mr. Prime Minister, we’re really thrilled
you’re here. Laura and I love having you
and Anne-Mette with us. Pretty good guests
when you can have a meaningful mountain
bike ride at sunset and then at sunrise,
and the man not even break into a sweat.
You’re in incredible condition, and I really
have enjoyed my time with you—my time
when we talked and my time when we
rode. I also appreciate the fact that you’re
a good personal friend and a strong leader.

I want to share with you some of the
things we talked about. First of all, we
talked about the war on terror and the ide-
ological struggle of the 21st century. I ap-
preciate your clear vision of the threats we
all face and the opportunities that, by work-
ing together, we can help young democ-
racies survive and help people realize the
blessings of free societies.

I do want to thank you very much for
the strong support of the NATO mission
in Afghanistan. I know brave Danish sol-
diers have lost their lives. Our deepest sym-
pathies go for their—to their loved ones.
It is painful when anybody loses a life in
any time, but—much less in combat. But
it’s very important for the people of Den-
mark, like it is for the people of the United
States, to understand that, one, we’re deny-
ing extremist groups safe haven, the very
same groups that attacked and killed thou-
sands of innocent people. We’re helping
young girls go to school. We’re helping in-
frastructure develop. We’re helping people
find health care. We’re helping a hopeful
society begin to emerge. And we spent a
lot of time talking about that.

I also appreciate very much the Danish
contributions to help the people of Iraq.
I strongly believe on the policy of return

on success. We’re returning some of our
troops based upon success. That’s precisely
what the Danish Government did, because
they were successful in their mission. And
I congratulate you, Mr. Prime Minister, for
having a vision.

I also was able to share with you my
sense of what’s happening in Iraq. We’re
watching a young democracy grow, much
to the amazement of a lot of critics, a lot
of people who said, ‘‘Well, it’s impossible
for this to happen in the rocky soils of
Iraq.’’ And it’s happening today, and there’s
still more work to be done.

We’re looking forward to our summit in
Bucharest. We talked about what we intend
to do and how to work to have a com-
prehensive, strategic plan available for
Iraq—I mean, for Afghanistan, so our allies
can take this plan home, can explain to
the people why it’s important. We also
talked about the need to make sure that
there’s more civilian-military cooperation,
that tangible evidence of a free society be-
gins to become more evident to people and
to grassroots in Afghanistan.

We talked about the spirit of NATO’s
open door policy. And we jointly welcome
new nations in the alliance, so long as they
meet the standards for membership.

We also talked about other global chal-
lenges. We talked about Iran, about how
Iran must verifiably suspend its uranium
enrichment program and come clean about
its nuclear intentions and past actions. I
also want Iran to stop supporting terror.

We also talked about Africa. I briefed
the Prime Minister on our trip to Africa,
talked about our mutual desire to help the
folks suffering in Darfur. We talked about
what happened in Kenya, and we’re most
grateful to the leaders there to help rec-
oncile what could have been a very difficult
situation.
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